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put outside the law, and treated as wild
beasts to be shot wherever seen. In Septem-
ber, 1793, atheism was decreed. The Christian
year had been abolished twelve months
earlier. Churches were closed all over France
or became " Temples of Reason." Gr6goire,
sitting alone in the Convention as a legal
bishop, defended freedom even for Catholics.
But the guillotine, the drownings in the Loire*
the destruction of La Vendee, gave him his
answer. Persecution renewed the scenes of
primitive martyrdom, the catacombs, the
prisons sanctified by Christian heroism. Monks
and nuns were slaughtered; the French wi^
and mother now became enthusiastically
Catholic, while the husband was indifferent
or a poltroon. The two Frances, never since
reconciled, were definitely forming.

The Terror passed; but even in October,
1797, death was ordered by law to be inflicted
on emigrant priests who should return, and
until the elections of 1797 " every priest was
in fact, as well as in theory, in deadly peril."
There was a remnant of the Constitutional
Church, discredited and enslaved. What the
French Catholics wanted was the old religion^
many were no longer royalists; and if the
American statesmen had been consulted they
would have giv.en the word " freedom " as